
Unveiling the Essential Vocabulary for TOEFL
Success: A Comprehensive Guide
The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) is a standardized test
that measures the English proficiency of non-native speakers. It is required
by many universities and colleges for international students. A strong
vocabulary is essential for TOEFL success. This guide will provide you with
a comprehensive list of essential words that you should know for the
TOEFL.

Part 1: Core Vocabulary

The TOEFL core vocabulary consists of about 3,000 words that are
commonly used in academic and professional settings. These words are
essential for understanding the TOEFL reading and listening passages, as
well as for writing the TOEFL essays.
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problem, purpose, reason, result, solution, summary, theory

Verbs: analyze, argue, compare, contrast, describe, discuss, evaluate,
explain, identify, illustrate, interpret, summarize, support

Adjectives: accurate, adequate, appropriate, clear, concise, correct,
effective, efficient, important, interesting, logical, precise, relevant,
significant, specific, strong, valid, well-written

Adverbs: accordingly, additionally, alternatively, certainly, clearly,
consequently, differently, finally, furthermore, however, importantly,
indeed, likewise, moreover, nevertheless, obviously, otherwise,
particularly, primarily, similarly, subsequently, therefore, undoubtedly

Part 2: Academic Vocabulary

In addition to the core vocabulary, the TOEFL also tests your knowledge of
academic vocabulary. These words are used in specific academic
disciplines, such as science, social science, and business. You will need to
know the meaning of these words in order to understand the TOEFL
reading and listening passages.

Science: atom, cell, DNA, ecosystem, equation, experiment,
hypothesis, microscope, molecule, organism, photosynthesis, theory

Social Science: culture, economics, government, history, law, politics,
psychology, sociology

Business: accounting, advertising, finance, human resources,
management, marketing, operations, sales

Part 3: TOEFL-Specific Vocabulary



In addition to the core vocabulary and academic vocabulary, there are also
a number of words that are specific to the TOEFL test. These words are
used in the TOEFL instructions, questions, and answer choices. You should
be familiar with these words in order to avoid confusion on test day.

TOEFL-Specific Nouns: answer choice, candidate, item, option,
passage, question, section, task

TOEFL-Specific Verbs: choose, circle, complete, fill in, mark, select,
underline

TOEFL-Specific Adjectives: correct, incorrect, true, false, right,
wrong

TOEFL-Specific Adverbs: always, never, sometimes, usually, often,
rarely

How to Improve Your TOEFL Vocabulary

There are a number of things you can do to improve your TOEFL
vocabulary.

Read widely: Reading is the best way to improve your vocabulary.
Read a variety of texts, including newspapers, magazines, books, and
online articles. Pay attention to new words and look them up in a
dictionary.

Use flashcards: Flashcards are a great way to memorize new words.
Write the word on one side and the definition on the other side. Review
your flashcards regularly.

Take practice tests: Practice tests are a great way to identify your
weaknesses and improve your vocabulary. Take practice tests



regularly and review your answers. Pay attention to the words that you
do not know and look them up in a dictionary.

Use a vocabulary app: There are a number of vocabulary apps
available that can help you improve your TOEFL vocabulary. These
apps provide a variety of exercises and games that can help you learn
new words and improve your retention.

Attend a TOEFL preparation course: TOEFL preparation courses
can help you improve your vocabulary and overall test-taking skills.
These courses typically provide a comprehensive review of the TOEFL
test, including the vocabulary.

A strong vocabulary is essential for TOEFL success. By learning the
essential words for TOEFL, you can improve your understanding of the
TOEFL reading and listening passages, and you can improve your ability to
write the TOEFL essays.

Remember, improving your vocabulary takes time and effort. Be patient
and consistent with your studies, and you will see results.
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