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The Spanish-American War, fought from 1898 to 1901, marked a
watershed moment in the history of both the United States and Spain. It
resulted in the demise of the Spanish Empire in the Americas and the rise
of the United States as a global power. This comprehensive guide will delve
into the causes, events, and consequences of this momentous conflict.
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Causes of the War:

The roots of the Spanish-American War lay in a complex intertwining of
economic, political, and social factors:

Economic Competition: American businesses sought to expand their
markets, and Cuba, a Spanish colony, was seen as a prime

FREE

https://chapter.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImRKQytibWN2aUlsQ21KWm0ybXhYREZkQmFsT3R6VFdtUXVRS01HQkw0bXVzbE82K3Q1dFwvNktmWjA5YVExK0ZpdjJMaVMzYVlPNW9HVUd3S3ppemtkK2JlM0dkbnpmSGN6NzloenlTYmhuUHlaejNLK2h3OEJrUjBGZHdqN3pOUkoyQ3hsbDkxd0E4WnVLWDU5SkdmS2FwN0UrSjFkcG0zSFFua3V0UW0wTVwveVBRNVh3TlJrS0R3bXVKU1FWTFg4MVpOcTkydDA0V1hkTVdPckYxWE9XMFV1anVJdlFrMVRRRGxRVHBTNnRxdz0iLCJpdiI6ImM4MmNkN2MwNjMyMzcyM2UzNDViNzNjNjEzNWMxMzhjIiwicyI6IjAwMzIwZmMyMjg3OGRiMTAifQ%3D%3D
https://chapter.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlBCZ3oydlwvNTNsdm5la0wrMjd3V0RTSWc5UXNVMDY3cVlcL3lWZHZsWDBXb1ZWTnoyXC9Xa0NjWDNpaSszMUNxRTI1SDhYR3MwVlppQXBpR3E3TmRkNDlOWVFSUGZpdlVwUCtZa1JlWWhSMkgwWWk4dUJ3bnpBUkk2YXFBVnBQNlJESUoyNyt6RkR6dk40bjJlY2Z6czFMUU5iaGxTK0hsaTZ2b1hVMUFvUU5zSkVETlU3dHdtMVBMSDFGaXI0QVk4STZBWTdZZ3VrdnppVmZQSFNIM3Q0UjFUbmhOMHdKRnlNVTMwOFZ2MzNmdzQ9IiwiaXYiOiIzNTZlMjc3MGJjNWNhNzM4YjE4ZDk0YTczZmQzNjg0MCIsInMiOiI2NzE1YzQwYTdmOTc2YmQ4In0%3D
https://chapter.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IksyTGdSR1I1ZVBSbHJRM29IZTVLZmd4SUJlYWx1d1Bhd1RyUlRZUWhmVm95SVF0T1F1XC8rRk5cL205aEp4eDlzNFRvOXhONHlkRmFvTWhJZ2JJaEllblpqTko5eTdoOFpuQXhlKytOQmgrNjVhRDE0RlIzR1FKYmJDbGVuQnRFSEQybGZXVjhOR0V1TjFxRTZMQlh0M3dXSkU0Y3NwMDNzVXVETmpqbkRYUndLMWxRY1JMeU1cL2VyZytjOUtlYXZDXC9ObGcweDhGb1lZSGJYaEhmZ0Q1U05JNzVUQmpWSU8zZjNjU3lCNlk3MkNvPSIsIml2IjoiZDA2NWIyYWE3ZTNkYmU3MjFkMGUyNDlhNzJhZjBkOWUiLCJzIjoiMDBhNzY0NjUwNGVlOTdhMSJ9


destination. However, Spain's economic policies protected its domestic
industries, hindering American trade interests.

Cuban Independence Movement: The Cuban people had been
fighting for independence from Spain for decades. The United States,
with its history of supporting revolutions in the name of freedom,
became a natural ally to the rebels.

Yellow Journalism: American newspapers, seeking to increase
circulation, sensationalized the Cuban conflict, portraying Spain as
cruel and oppressive. This coverage further inflamed public opinion in
the United States.

Outbreak of War:

On February 15, 1898, the battleship USS Maine exploded in Havana
harbor, killing 266 American sailors. Although the cause of the explosion
remains unknown, the United States immediately blamed Spain and used
the incident as a pretext for war.

On April 25, 1898, Congress declared war on Spain, citing humanitarian
concerns and the need to protect American interests in Cuba.

Major Events:

The Spanish-American War was fought on multiple fronts, including Cuba,
the Philippines, and Puerto Rico:

Cuba:

American forces landed in Cuba and quickly captured the city of
Santiago.



The Battle of San Juan Hill became a symbol of American heroism and
marked the emergence of Theodore Roosevelt, who led the volunteer
"Rough Riders" regiment.

The war in Cuba culminated in the Siege of Santiago, which ended
with the surrender of the Spanish forces.

Philippines:

American naval forces led by Commodore George Dewey attacked
and destroyed the Spanish fleet at Manila Bay.

American troops then occupied the city of Manila and fought against
Filipino rebels who also sought independence from Spain.

The Philippine-American War, which began after the end of the
Spanish-American War, lasted until 1901.

Puerto Rico:

American forces landed in Puerto Rico and quickly gained control of
the island.

Puerto Rico became a U.S. territory after the war, a status it retains
today.

Consequences of the War:

The Spanish-American War had profound consequences for both the
United States and the world:

End of the Spanish Empire: Spain lost its remaining colonies in the
Americas, including Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines.



American Imperialism: The United States emerged as a global
power, acquiring territories in the Caribbean and the Pacific.

Guantanamo Bay: The United States gained control of Guantanamo
Bay in Cuba, which became a strategic naval base.

Treaty of Paris: The war ended with the Treaty of Paris in 1898, which
formalized the transfer of territories and granted Cuba independence.

Rise of the United States: The war cemented the United States'
position as a global military and economic powerhouse.

Legacy of the War:

The Spanish-American War continues to shape the world today:

Imperialism and Interventionism: The war contributed to the rise of
American imperialism and its tendency to intervene in the affairs of
other nations.

Philippines and Latin America: The United States' acquisition of the
Philippines and its role in the Cuban Revolution had lasting effects on
relations with these regions.

Guantanamo Bay: The U.S. control of Guantanamo Bay, which
became a detention center for suspected terrorists after the 9/11
attacks, remains a source of international controversy.

:

The Spanish-American War was a pivotal moment in world history, marking
the decline of European colonialism and the rise of the United States as a
global superpower. Its causes, consequences, and legacy continue to
shape the world we live in today. Understanding this complex conflict



provides valuable insights into the dynamics of international relations, the
nature of imperialism, and the enduring impact of history on contemporary
events.
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