Stotan: A Novel for Young Adults (Studies in
Young Adult Literature 45)

By Chris Crutcher

Stotan: A Novel for Young Adults (Studies in Young Adult Literature 45) is a
powerful and moving story about a young boy's struggle to come to terms
with his father's death and his own mortality. Set in the wake of the Vietnam
War, the novel explores the themes of grief, loss, and the power of hope.
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The novel's protagonist, Stotan, is a 15-year-old boy who is struggling to
cope with the death of his father. Stotan's father was a decorated war hero
who was killed in action in Vietnam. Stotan is haunted by his father's death
and by the guilt that he feels for not being able to save him.

Stotan's grief is compounded by the fact that he is also struggling with his
own mortality. Stotan has a heart condition that could kill him at any
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moment. Stotan is terrified of dying, but he is also determined to live his life
to the fullest.

Stotan's journey is one of self-discovery and healing. He learns to accept
his father's death and his own mortality. He also learns the power of hope
and the importance of living life to the fullest.

Stotan is a must-read for young adults and adults alike. It is a powerful and
moving story that will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

Themes

Stotan explores a number of important themes, including:

= Grief and loss

=  Mortality

= Hope

= The power of love

= The importance of living life to the fullest

Characters
Stotan features a cast of well-developed and relatable characters,

including:

= Stotan: The novel's protagonist, a 15-year-old boy who is struggling to
cope with the death of his father and his own mortality.

= Carlene: Stotan's mother, a strong and loving woman who is trying to
help her son cope with his grief.



= Bobby: Stotan's best friend, a loyal and supportive teenager who is
always there for him.

= Coach Terry: Stotan's basketball coach, a wise and caring man who
helps Stotan to find his way.

Setting

Stotan is set in the wake of the Vietham War in a small town in the
Midwest. The novel's setting is both realistic and evocative, and it helps to
create a sense of time and place.

Style

Stotan is written in a clear and concise style that is accessible to young
adult readers. The novel's pacing is well-paced, and the plot is engaging
and suspenseful. Crutcher uses a variety of literary devices, including
flashbacks, foreshadowing, and symbolism, to create a rich and complex
story.

Reception

Stotan has been critically acclaimed for its powerful and moving story, its
well-developed characters, and its insightful exploration of important
themes. The novel has won numerous awards, including the American
Library Association's Newbery Award and the National Book Award for
Young People's Literature.

Stotan is a must-read for young adults and adults alike. It is a powerful and
moving story that will stay with you long after you finish reading it. The
novel's themes of grief, loss, hope, and the power of love are universal,
and its characters are relatable and well-developed. Stotan is a truly



special novel that will touch your heart and stay with you long after you
finish reading it.
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In a world rigidly divided into male and female, those who defy these
binary categories often find themselves navigating a complex and often...
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