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Road safety is a serious issue that affects everyone. Every year, millions of
people are killed or injured in road crashes. In the United States, for
example, there were over 42,000 traffic fatalities in 2020. That's an average
of more than 115 people killed every day.

The vast majority of road crashes are preventable. They are caused by
human error, such as speeding, distracted driving, and drunk driving.
However, the public is often misled about their road safety risks. This can
lead to complacency and a false sense of security, which can have deadly
consequences.
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Misleading Information

There are a number of ways in which the public is misled about their road
safety risks. One common misconception is that roads are getting safer.
While it is true that the number of road fatalities has declined in recent
years, this is largely due to improvements in vehicle safety and emergency
medical services. The risk of being involved in a road crash has actually
increased in recent years, due to factors such as increasing traffic
congestion and distracted driving.

Another common misconception is that young drivers are the most
dangerous drivers. While it is true that young drivers are more likely to be
involved in crashes, this is largely due to their lack of experience. Older
drivers are actually more likely to be killed in crashes, due to their
increased frailty.

The media also plays a role in misleading the public about road safety
risks. News stories often focus on the most sensational crashes, which can
give the impression that roads are more dangerous than they actually are.
This can lead to fear and anxiety among the public, which can make them
less likely to drive safely.

Living Within Reason

The concept of "living within reason" is often used to justify risky behavior
on the roads. For example, people may say that it's okay to speed a little
bit, or to text while driving, because they're "only living within reason."
However, there is no such thing as "living within reason" when it comes to
road safety. Every time you get behind the wheel, you are taking a risk.
Even the most experienced drivers can be involved in a crash.



The only way to protect yourself from road crashes is to drive safely. This
means obeying the speed limit, paying attention to the road, and avoiding
distractions. It also means wearing your seatbelt and never driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs.

The public is not being given the full picture about the risks they face on the
roads. This is leading to complacency and a false sense of security, which
can have deadly consequences. It is time to start taking road safety
seriously. We need to educate ourselves about the risks, and we need to
make changes to our driving behavior. Only then can we make our roads
safer for everyone.
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