
Insight Guides Argentina Culture Smart: A
Comprehensive Guide to Argentine Culture
and Etiquette
Argentina is a land of contrasts, where the old world meets the new. From
the bustling metropolis of Buenos Aires to the remote wilderness of
Patagonia, Argentina has something to offer everyone. But if you're
planning a trip to Argentina, it's important to be aware of the country's
unique culture and etiquette.
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That's where Insight Guides Argentina Culture Smart comes in. This
comprehensive guide will help you avoid faux pas and make the most of
your time in Argentina. You'll learn about the country's history, people,
customs, and more.

Chapter 1: A Brief History of Argentina

Argentina's history is long and complex, but it can be divided into three
main periods: the pre-Columbian period, the colonial period, and the post-
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independence period.

The pre-Columbian period lasted from the arrival of the first humans in
Argentina around 12,000 years ago until the arrival of the Spanish in the
16th century. During this period, Argentina was home to a number of
indigenous cultures, including the Incas, the Guaraní, and the Mapuche.

The colonial period began with the arrival of the Spanish in 1516. The
Spanish quickly established control over much of Argentina, and they
remained in power for over 300 years. During this period, Argentina was
part of the Spanish Empire, and its culture was heavily influenced by
Spanish customs and traditions.

The post-independence period began in 1816, when Argentina declared
independence from Spain. However, it took several more years for
Argentina to gain full independence. During this period, Argentina was
plagued by political instability and economic problems.

In the 20th century, Argentina underwent a period of relative stability and
prosperity. However, the country was also plagued by political turmoil and
economic problems. In the 1970s, Argentina was ruled by a military
dictatorship. The dictatorship was overthrown in 1983, and Argentina has
since returned to democracy.

Chapter 2: The People of Argentina

Argentina is a country of immigrants. People from all over the world have
come to Argentina in search of a better life. As a result, Argentina is a
melting pot of cultures. The majority of Argentines are of European



descent, but there are also significant populations of indigenous people,
Africans, and Asians.

Argentines are known for their friendly and outgoing nature. They are also
very passionate about their country and their culture. Argentines are proud
of their history and their traditions. They are also very family-oriented.
Family is very important in Argentine culture, and extended families often
live together under one roof.

Chapter 3: Argentine Customs and Etiquette

Argentina has a unique set of customs and etiquette. It is important to be
aware of these customs and etiquette before traveling to Argentina. Here
are a few tips:

Argentines are very formal people. When meeting someone for the first
time, it is customary to shake hands and say hello. It is also customary
to use the formal usted form of address when speaking to someone
you don't know well.

Argentines are very punctual. If you are invited to someone's home for
dinner, it is important to arrive on time.

Argentines are very generous hosts. They will often go out of their way
to make sure their guests are comfortable.

Argentines love to eat and drink. If you are invited to a meal, it is
important to try everything that is offered to you.

Argentines are very passionate about their football (soccer) team. If
you are planning on attending a football match, be prepared for a lot of
noise and excitement.



Chapter 4: What to See and Do in Argentina

Argentina is a vast and diverse country, with something to offer everyone.
Here are a few of the most popular tourist destinations in Argentina:

Buenos Aires: The capital of Argentina, Buenos Aires is a vibrant
metropolis with a rich history and culture. There are many things to see
and do in Buenos Aires, including visiting the Plaza de Mayo, the
Recoleta Cemetery, and the Teatro Colón.

Iguazú Falls: Iguazú Falls is one of the most impressive waterfalls in
the world. It is located on the border of Argentina and Brazil, and it is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Patagonia: Patagonia is a vast region of Argentina that is known for its
stunning natural beauty. Patagonia is home to mountains, glaciers,
lakes, and forests. There are many things to see and do in Patagonia,
including hiking, trekking, and camping.

Salta: Salta is a city in northwestern Argentina. It is known for its
colonial architecture and its beautiful scenery. Salta is a great base for
exploring the surrounding area, which is home to many Inca ruins.

Mendoza: Mendoza is a city in western Argentina. It is known for its
wine industry. Mendoza is a great base for exploring the surrounding
area, which is home to many wineries and vineyards.

Chapter 5: Planning Your Trip to Argentina

If you are planning a trip to Argentina, here are a few things to keep in
mind:



Argentina is a large country, so it is important to plan your itinerary
carefully. Decide which cities and regions you want to visit, and then
book your flights and accommodation accordingly.

Argentina is a relatively expensive country to travel in. Be sure to
budget for food, accommodation, and activities.

Argentina is a safe country to travel in. However, it is always important
to be aware of your surroundings and to take precautions against petty
crime.

Argentina has a subtropical climate. The weather can be hot and
humid in the summer, and cold and dry in the winter. Be sure to pack
appropriate clothing for the weather conditions you will be
experiencing.

Argentina is a Spanish-speaking country. If you do not speak Spanish,
it is important to learn a few basic phrases before you go.

Argentina is a fascinating country with a rich history and culture. If you are
planning a trip to Argentina, be sure to do some research and learn about
the country's customs and etiquette. This will help you avoid faux pas and
make the most of your time in Argentina.

Insight Guides Argentina Culture Smart is the perfect guide for anyone
planning a trip to Argentina. This comprehensive guide will help you learn
about the country's history, people, customs, and more. With Insight Guides
Argentina Culture Smart, you'll be able to avoid faux pas and make the
most of your time in Argentina.
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