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20mph speed limits are becoming increasingly common in cities and towns
around the world. They are seen as a way to improve road safety, reduce
air pollution and noise, and make streets more liveable. But what is the
evidence for the effectiveness of 20mph limits? And what are the social
impacts of these schemes?

This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the effectiveness and
social impact of 20mph speed limits. It examines evidence from around the
world on their impact on traffic safety, air pollution, noise pollution, and
community engagement. The article also discusses the economic benefits
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of 20mph limits and provides guidance on how to implement them
effectively.

Effectiveness of 20mph Speed Limits

There is a large body of evidence to show that 20mph speed limits are
effective in reducing traffic speeds and improving road safety. A study by
the RAC Foundation found that 20mph limits reduced average traffic
speeds by 5mph and reduced the number of accidents by 23%.

Another study, by the University of Westminster, found that 20mph limits
reduced the number of child casualties by 60%. The study also found that
20mph limits were associated with a reduction in the number of hospital
admissions for road traffic accidents.

In addition to improving road safety, 20mph limits have also been shown to
reduce air pollution and noise pollution. A study by the University of Leeds
found that 20mph limits reduced nitrogen dioxide levels by 12% and
particulate matter levels by 10%.

Another study, by the University of Southampton, found that 20mph limits
reduced noise levels by 3dB(A). This is equivalent to a 50% reduction in
the perceived loudness of traffic noise.

Social Impacts of 20mph Speed Limits

20mph speed limits have a number of positive social impacts. They make
streets more liveable by reducing traffic speeds and making them safer for
pedestrians and cyclists. They also reduce air pollution and noise pollution,
which can improve the health and well-being of residents.



In addition, 20mph limits can help to create a more sense of community.
They can encourage people to walk and cycle more, which can lead to
increased social interaction and a greater sense of belonging.

Economic Benefits of 20mph Speed Limits

20mph speed limits can also have a number of economic benefits. They
can reduce the cost of road traffic accidents, which can save money for
both individuals and insurance companies. They can also reduce the cost
of air pollution and noise pollution, which can improve the health and well-
being of residents.

In addition, 20mph limits can make streets more attractive for businesses.
They can create a more pleasant environment for customers and
employees, and they can make it easier for people to walk and cycle to
work.

How to Implement 20mph Speed Limits Effectively

20mph speed limits can be implemented in a number of ways. The most
common approach is to use traffic calming measures, such as speed
humps and chicanes. These measures can be used to physically slow
down traffic and make it more difficult to exceed the speed limit.

Another approach is to use electronic speed enforcement. This can be
done using speed cameras or average speed cameras. Electronic speed
enforcement can be very effective in deterring speeding, but it can also be
more expensive to implement than traffic calming measures.

When implementing 20mph speed limits, it is important to engage with the
local community. This will help to ensure that the scheme is well-supported



and that it is implemented in a way that meets the needs of the community.

20mph speed limits are an effective way to improve road safety, reduce air
pollution and noise pollution, and make streets more liveable. They can
also have a number of economic benefits. When implemented effectively,
20mph speed limits can make a significant contribution to the health and
well-being of residents.
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